
HAPPY

A FILM BY SANDEEP KUMAR



SYNOPSIS

HAPPY is the desperate pursuit of an illegal Indian immigrant in Austria 
to provide a happy family for his little daughter while grappling with 
the repercussions of a deportation notice. In the process, the film 
also exposes the same yearning for happiness in those who seem to 
have it all.



Director's 
Statement
As a filmmaker, I strive to tell stories that reflect the 

conflicts and violations within belief as well as 
socioeconomic systems. Film is my way of living 
my best life - to celebrate, expose, learn and 
absorb, all in one hundred twenty minutes or less. 
It is my intention that each of my films meet this 
challenge head on.

For HAPPY, I closely studied the microcosmos of the 
life of Indian immigrants in Austria, mainly from the 
northern state of Punjab for over ten years. To get 
the various nuances of their life and in order to 
retain the authenticity of the narration, the film was 
designed to include dialogues in three different 
languages - German, Hindi and Punjabi.

For me personally, HAPPY encapsulates everything 
for which I became a filmmaker. Its about love, 
happiness, dignity and equality. In short, its a 
reflection of humanity or at least what is left of it 
today.

Sandeep Kumar

Vienna (Austria)



About Sahidur Rahaman
Sahidur Rahaman, from the prestigious
National School of Drama in New Delhi, India,
is a talented Indian actor who got critical
acclaim for Indian films like - Bhaag Milkha
Bhaag, Kaabil, Batla House etc..

His recent film STOLEN was selected for its
world premiere at the 80th. Venice Film
Festival.

Sahidur Rahaman is also the first Indian actor
to play a lead role in an Austrian film in
German language.



About Sandeep Kumar
Indian born Austrian filmmaker Sandeep

Kumar released his first feature film
KESARIYA BALAM (LIEBE OHNE
GRENZEN) in 2010, which received many
accolades, including ‘Best Director’ and ‘Best
Film.’ SERVUS ISHQ (2014), his second
feature, had a nationwide release in Austria
and was produced by Oscar-winner Josef
Aichholzer.

OHNE BEKENNTNIS, ANOTHER DAY IN 
MANHATTAN, MEHRUNISA and ANOTHER 
CHRISTMAS IN MANHATTAN followed in 
the years after that.

Kumar discovered his passion for film through
studying theater in India, where he shared
the stage with Bollywood icon Shah Rukh
Khan in school productions.

Kumar attended film directing workshops of
Michael Haneke at the Film Academy in
Vienna, is a member of the Association of
Austrian Directors and the Austrian Film
Academy. He lives in Vienna.



CAST & CREW

WRITER/DIRECTOR  Sandeep Kumar

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY Christian Haake, aac

EDITOR  Claudia Linzer
 

MUSIC   Wolf-Maximilian Liebich

ON-SET SOUND   Herbert Verdino
 

DRAMATURG   Robert Buchschwenter  Petra Ladinig Gabriele Gruber
 

PRODUCTION DESIGNER   Sanja Halb

PRODUCER  Gabriele Gruber

WITH    Sahidur Rahaman

  Lilian Klebow

    Roland Düringer

  Adam Sandhu

  Gisela Salcher

  Robert Ritter

  Shirin Grace



Festivals (status September 2024)

WORLD PREMIERE

- MOSTRA Sao Paulo International Film Festival, Brazil

EUROPEAN PREMIERE

- Biberacher Filmfestspiele, Germany



PRESS / MEDIA COVERAGE



CONTACT

Produced by:

Sandeep Kumar Films

Vienna, Austria

+43 676 6351257

Office@sandeepkumarfilms.at

With the support of:

- Austrian Federal Ministry of Culture

- ORF Austrian National Broadcaster

- Cultural Department, City of Vienna

mailto:Office@sandeepkumarfilms.at
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